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Middle School 

 Social Studies 



“Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.'  This is the first and 

greatest Commandment.  And the 

second is like it: 'Love your neighbor 

as yourself.'  

Middle School - Classroom 

Rules: 



○ 6th Grade 

■ Early Man – Renaissance 

○ 7th Grade 

■ Leading up to the 

American Revolution – 

Lincoln and the Civil 

War 

○ 8th Grade 

■ Reconstruction – Modern 

Times 

 

 
Social Studies Curriculum: 

The Basics 



 

 

 
Social Studies – the Methodology! 

● Methodology –  an intentionally “active” learning environment! 

○ Reading textbooks and nonfiction 

○ Identifying and leveraging learning strengths 

○ Key Focus - Critical reasoning and thinking   

○ Note taking – PowerPoints, Cornell Method, graphic organizers, 

storyboards, timelines, Life Road Maps, visual summaries, etc… 

○ Socratic Seminars – Current Events 

■ North Korea – “The Most Dangerous Man on Earth” 

■ U.S. – “We’re the Generation That’s Going to End It.” 

○ Creative ventures – Reader’s Theatre, artwork, Body Biographies, 

creating board games, anything hands-on! 

○ Centers - including CSI Adventures! 

■ Who murdered King Tut? 

■ Lincoln Assassination 

■ Mummy Maker 

○ Visual Media 

■ Film making 

■ News reports 

■ Interviews 



The Methodology – continued! 
● Reflecting on great speeches/writing 

■   The Bible 

■   Aesop’s Fables, Hammurabi’s Code, Magna Carta, Confucius…. 

■   The Declaration of Independence & the Constitution 

■   The Gettysburg Address & Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address 

■   Churchill’s “Never surrender!” & FDR’s “Date which will live in     

infamy!” 

■   Kennedy’s Inaugural Address “Ask not what your country can do 

for you …” & MLK’s, “I Have a Dream…” 

■   Robert Kennedy on the loss of MLK, Jr., “ What we need in this 

world is not division …” 

● Special Projects 

■   Ancient Egypt – 3D Mapping 

■   Greek Mythology – movie trailer! 

■   The Crusades – route maps, artwork, and narrative writing 

■   Rock ‘n Rock Video Montage  

■   Civil War newscast from the field!   

■   In general … artwork, posters, storyboards, stamp collections, 

comics, political cartoons, game boards, playing cards, 

instagrams and facebook (for historical figures) etc…   

● Geography 

■   GeoBee 

■   CW Enrichment – map analysis, video, Nearpod, & IXL 

 

 



● Schoology and website 

● Text in pdf format on the iPad, study 

guides, Audio support - audio of text and 

class voice recordings (both in Schoology) 

● “Notes Ready” – teacher notes/PowerPoint 

(provided - pace!) … Highlighted/annotated   

● Classroom notes – graphic organizers, 

timelines, storyboards, Cornell, deck of 

cards, etc…  

● Class assessments – Socrative and Nearpod 

● quizlets – vocabulary preparation 

● Jeopardy – review 

● Videos – Ted Ed, Brainpop, The History 

Channel, The Vault, etc… 

● Historical text/novels: The Boys in the 

Boat… see next page for more titles! 

● CHUNKING! 

 

 

 

 
The Process … 



● Character is Destiny, 

John McCain 

● Make Your Bed and The 

Hero Code,  Admiral 

McRaven 

● The First Conspiracy: – 

The Secret Plot to 

Kill George 

Washington, Brad 

Meltzer 

● The Odyssey, Homer 

● Little House on the 

Prairie 

● Gilligan’s Island   

● Twelve Angry Men 

● Bridge of Spies 

● Robin Hood - Errol 

Flynn, of course! 

● The Boys of ‘36 

●Mr. Smith Goes to 

Washington 

● Hamilton 

Additional Reading/Read 

Alouds/Film: 



                 Key terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Resources for Study! 

 

IMPORTANT!  

See video on class website  

for “study” tips  

and using available resources! 



Questions? 

“Let me offer lesson number one about America: All great 

change in America begins at the dinner table. So, tomorrow 

night in the kitchen I hope the talking begins. And children, if 

your parents haven't been teaching you what it means to be an 

American, let 'em know and nail 'em on it. That would be a very 

American thing to do.”  - Ronald Reagan, 40th President 

 


